1301—Argument Essay
NO OUTSIDE SOURCES
Choosing a topic:Avoid highly controversial topics on which readers may already hold strong opinions. When you state your position on a controversial moral, religious, political, or social issue, your reading audience falls into three categories:
· Those who already agree with you.
· Those who disagree with you.
· Those who are neutral, who have no opinion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You accomplish nothing by winning over those who already agree with you. You are unlikely, in a 500-700-word essay, to win over those who disagree with you. Your target is the neutral audience, but the neutral audience is likely to be small where this type of topic is concerned.
Topics to avoid:                                                             Better topics:
Abortion                                                                          Personal issues
Gun control                                                                     School issues

                                                                                           Family issues
Capital punishment                                                          Safety issues
Religion                                                                           Work issues
Sex education                                                                  Sports issues
Illegal immigration/English only                                      Special  interests
                                                                                          —hobbies, for   
                                                                                           example                                                             
Political topics in general                                                                                                                           
Topics that affect you and your personal life at home, school, and work are usually good ones. This is not a research paper that uses outside sources, so you should write about something you already know about.
In an argumentative or persuasive essay, your task is to state your position on a topic, and then to support it. It is better to win your reader to your point of view by using logical rather than emotional appeals. Ethical appeals might be useful, assuming that your reader has the same ethics you do.
· Logical appeal: We are all concerned about our personal safety.
· Emotional appeal: Anyone who would do that should be shot!
· Ethical appeal: We all agree that stealing is wrong.
Two types of reasoning used in argument are inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning. 

Inductive reasoning moves from the particular to the general—arriving at a conclusion based on a series of observations. As an example, assume I’m riding a motorcycle. The engine is running smoothly. As I am proceeding down a highway, my motorcycle hits a bump, and the engine misses. Once the road is smooth again, the engine runs smoothly again. For a second time, I hit a bump, and the engine misses. Then more smooth road, and the engine is okay. Then I hit a third bump, and the engine misses. At this point, I have decided I can make a prediction—if I hit another bump, the engine will miss. This is how inductive reasoning works—if you observe the same occurrence under the same conditions several times, you conclude that the same occurrence is likely under similar conditions. This is simply using a series of examples to arrive at aconclusion.
Deductive reasoning moves from the general to the particular—applying a generalization to particular instances. If I know that the battery is the source of electrical power for my motorcycle, I also know that if the battery goes dead that I will not be able to use the lights, the horn, the electronic ignition, or other electrical components. The reason I know this fact is that I already know the “conclusion,” which is that the battery is the source of electricity for these electronic components. I am applying a truth that is already agreed upon to a series of specific examples. Deductive reasoning, then, is the opposite of inductive reasoning—it applies a conclusion that we already agree on to specific situations.
Often in argument we make statements that have not been well thought out and are insupportable. These include:
· Generalization—a conclusion reached with too few examples or with examples that are not representative. Suppose I eat a meal at two restaurants in Phoenix and don’t like the food at either. I return home and tell a friend, “Never eat in Phoenix. The food is terrible.” There are literally thousands of restaurants in Phoenix. I have eaten at two of them. Is this enough evidence to support the statement I made to my friend? Definitely not. We generalize any time we make a statement about anyone or anything without sufficient examples for support.
· Begging the question—an argument that moves in a circle, assuming that what has to be proved has already been proven. For example, the statement “People watch too much TV” assumes that watching TV is harmful without proving it. First, you would have to prove that watching TV is harmful. Then you could proceed with your argument that it is possible to watch too much TV.
· Cause/effect reasoning—when one event happens and then another event happens, and people mistakenly reason that the first event caused the second when in fact no such relationship exists. If you become sick, someone may say that you didn’t get enough rest, you didn’t eat well, you didn’t do this, you didn’t do that, and so forth. Perhaps your getting sick had nothing to do with these kinds of things. Automatically connecting “causes” and “effects” may be human nature, but it is often a poor way to make an argument.
· Personal attack—focusing on aspects of the person who is advancing an argument in an attempt to undermine or dismiss the argument. Always stick with the argument. Don’t attack individuals personally.
Other things to remember:
Humor is okay, but not sarcasm.
Don’t suppress evidence for the opposition. Instead, concede what is due the opposition, and then outscore the opposition. In your introductory paragraph, establish some common ground with your opponent—that is, point out an area of agreement with those who may be on the other side of the issue.

Making an outline for an argument essay:
Use a sentence outline, consisting of a thesis sentence, three topic sentences, and a conclusion statement:
I. Thesis: States your position on the topic
II. Topic sentence 1: One reason . . . .
III. Topic sentence 2: Another reason . . . .
IV. Topic sentence 3: A final reason . . . .
V. Conclusion statement
Use explanation and examples to support the topic sentences. Personal experience is an excellent source for examples.
Note: arrange your points in order of increasing importance—save your best or most important point for last.
The Introductory Paragraph
Each point in the above outline format represents a paragraph. #I. represents the introductory paragraph. In the introductory paragraph, you can do these things:
Offer a sentence or two of background explaining why this is an important topic.
Establish common ground with your opposition.
State your thesis sentence.
Preview your supporting points in a sentence.
(You do not necessarily have to include all of these in your introduction.)
 
The Supporting Paragraphs
Begin each supporting paragraph with the topic sentence from your outline for that paragraph. Then support each topic sentence with examples (personal ones are best) and explanation.
The Conclusion Paragraph
End your essay by once again stating your thesis, though try to avoid using the exact wording used in your introduction to avoid sounding repetitious. Your conclusion doesn’t need to be more than two or three sentences.
